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Edo to the Present Otorisama continues to be loved 
by the people

Torinoichi, the legacy of flourishing Edo

The Sugamo Otori Shrine, located near the Nakasendo, has been providing a spiritual 
sanctuary to the people as Oinarisama (Inari god) and continues to be worshipped and 
loved to this today.Ⅰ

Every November on the day of the 
cock, the Torinoichi (Cock Fairs) are 
held in Otori Shrines across the nation 
and many worshippers gather at the 
Sugamo Otori Shrine.

The Sugamo Otori Shrine first held 
its Torinoichi in 1864. Sugamo’s 
Torinoichi immediately gained good 
reputation in Edo and flourished year 
after year. 

However, in 1868, the new Meiji 
government issued a Shinbutsu Bunri 
(ordinance distinguishing Shinto 
and Buddhism) and banned the 
supporting of Bettoji Temple (temple 
attached to the shrine), resulting in 
shrines to gradually fall into disuse. 
In the “Shinsen Tokyo Meisho Zue” 
published in 1906, records show 
that the precinct was in ruins and 
the main shrine building was leaning. 
Eventually, the shrine was diminished 
by the devastation of World War II.

The current Sugamo Otori Shrine was 
rebuilt in 1956 by a person named 
Muto of Kishibojin, Toshima Ward, 
who in 1949 was said to have seen 
a spiritual dream where, “one night 
a white-haired old man stood by the 
pillow and said, ‘There sits the Inari 
Daijin (Mighty Inari God) in the East 
with no shrine to live. Go quickly and 
build it.’” After three years, Muto 
finally completed his mission and 
found the run down Kosodateinari 
Shrine to rebuild. The Torinoichi, 
which had been discontinued, was 
revived and since has regained its 
festive atmosphere similar to how it 
was at the height of the Edo period.

The lost Toki-no-Kane  ( clock bell ) 
Maps of the Sugamo area from the Edo period show records of the words 
“Toki-no-Kane” where the Sugamo Otori Shrine is located. This indicates that 
there used to be a bell to tell time within the precinct of the Sugamo Otori 
Shrine. Toki-no-Kane is said to have originated in the Edo castle where the time 
magistrate sounded big drums to announce the working hours. As the economic 
activities became more intense, time management became more essential. 
Ten bells were set up all around Edo City to tell the Juni Shinkoku time (the 12 
milestones of the day). Unfortunately, the bell in Sugamo is not one of these 
and there were other similar toki-no-kane such as the one in Yutenji Temple in 
Nakameguro that had been rung back then and is still present to this day.

Sugamo’s toki-no-kane was built in 1755 and was in use until the beginning of 
the Meiji period. However, after the Shinbutsu Bunri was issued in 1868, the 
shrine corroded with the bell along with it. There is no telling of its history and we can only 
imagine how it sounded as it rang throughout the town of Sugamo. Maybe if you pray with 
a calm mind, you might hear something.

Edo Somei Map
(Toshima Ward Folk Museum)

Stylish manners of Torinoichi
The Torinoichi is famous for its Kaiun Kumade Mamori (rake-shaped amulet for 
good luck). This very popular good luck charm symbolizes prosperous business 
and is believed to rake in better luck with money. You may hear bells ringing from all 
parts of the precinct. This signifies that the bid for the rake has settled. The prices 
of the rakes are not fixed so they need to be negotiated. The customer will give the 
Kumade vendor a portion of the money saved from negotiation as gratuity so both 
parties can pray for successful business. It is evident through their stylish way of business that the people of Edo lived in 
a society rich in spirit. 

Kosodateinari / Sugamo Otori Shrine  ( 4- 25 Sengoku, Bunkyo Ward ) MAP 1
Sugamo Otori Shrine was established in 1688 by a Sugamo resident, Shin 
Usaemon, when he built it as Sugamoinari Shrine. The Edo culture practiced 
Shinbutsu Shugo (syncretism of Shinto and Buddhism) and the shrine was 
later protected by Nichirenshu Reikanin, which served as the Bettoji Temple 
(temple inside the shrine).
Chrysanthemum cultivation gained popularity among gardeners in the Sugamo 
area, creating three Kikumi (chrysanthemum viewing) booms during the Edo 
period. Of the three, the chrysanthemum viewing trend during 1844-1847 
sparked when the biography of Nichiren Shonin (the Venerable Nichiren) was 
decorated with chrysanthemum flowers during the Oeshiki (anniversary of the 
death of Nichiren Shonin) at this Reikanin.

In 1849, Reikanin’s Daisojo (a Buddhist priest of the highest order) built the main hall and renamed it Kosodateinari 
Daimyojin. It was around this time that a fair was hosted on the 13th day of each month during which the street in front of 
the shrine, also named Inari Yokocho, filled with worshippers.
Since the start of the Torinoichi in 1864, the locals have fondly nicknamed the shrine, Otorisama and it continues to inspire 
worshippers to visit its historical site.
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Edo to the Present The Jizo (Buddhist statue) that watches 
over travelers as it sits in stillness

When you hear of Jizo

The Nakasendo has over 400 years of history. Sugamo, being the entrance of this 
highway, is a sanctuary offering travelers rest before it sees them off again.It is a city of 
kindness, curated by the welcoming hospitality of the people of Sugamo.Ⅱ

Shinshoji Temple 
 ( 3- 21 Sugamo, Toshima Ward ) MAP 2
Officially named the Iozen Tokoin Shinshoji Temple, it is said 
to have been restored by Yuhen Shoin in 1615. It has a 400-
year history, housing not only the famous Edorokujizo but also 
the tomb of Katei Hojo, a Han scholar of the Edo period whose 
biography was written by Ogai Mori and the monument of Basho. 
Every year in June, they hold the Edorokujizo Hyakumanben 
Dainenju Kuyo.

"Hyakumanben Dainenju Kuyo (literally, a memorial service of 
praying a million times on the big rosary) 
The 16-meter rosary placed in the precinct is comprised of 540 
wooden beads made of cherry wood. The memorial service for 
the Edorokujizoson is carried out with 500-600 people rotating 
this big rosary. The annual ceremony begins at 17:00 on June 
24th and is open to the public to anyone who visits for worship."

Hyakumanben Dainenju Kuyo Memorial service for the Jizo and prayers for deflecting misfortune

It is uncertain when the Hyakumanben Dainenju Kuyo began, but as 
records on the stone monument in the precincts show, it already existed 
during the Tenpo era of the Edo period in the 1830s. While the memorial 
was temporary interrupted after it was destroyed by fire in the war, the 
Dainenju was restored at the hands of the Edorokujizoson Ceremony, 
which took place in the same area in 1955. Later in 1970, with the 
Edorokujizoson Ceremony as the main body, the organization expanded 
into what became the Service Association of Edorokujizoson during 
which the current Dainenju was dedicated. Today, the Hyakumanben 
Dainenju Kuyo is hosted by the Service Association of Edorokujizoson.

During the Hyakumanben Dainenju Kuyo, the Dainenju is circulated 
while reciting Buddhist prayers to deflect misfortunes while also praying 
in memory of the Jizo. On the evening of June 24th every year, which 
is the festival day for the Edorokujizoson, many people young and 
old gather to circulate the 16-meter Dainenju while reciting Buddhist 
prayers. It is a popular event in Sugamo where the precinct of the 
temple fills with visitors as the sounds of the temple bell and sutra 
chants ring all around. 

The Dainenju, when spread out into a 
perfect circle, measures approximately 5.4m 
in diameter. The oyadama (parent bead) 
measures approximately 10.5cm in diameter 
and the kodama (small bead) are roughly 
7.5cm each. The entire rosary is comprised 
of 540 beads.

Edo Meisho Zue (Drawing of famous Edo sites)
Sugamo Shinshoji Temple (National Diet Library)

When you hear of the Sugamo Jizo today, the 
Togenuki Jizo of Koganji Temple will probably 
come to mind. In the Edo period, it was recorded 
in the 1819 issue of the “Shinban Shokoku 
Dochu Saikenki” that “there is a Jizo on the left of 
Sugamo town” which suggests that Sugamo was 
well known for its Jizo.

During the Edo period, the Jizo of Sugamo 
was originally considered to be the Douzou 
Jizo Bosatsu Zazo (sitting bronze statue of Jizo 
Bosatsu) of Shinshoji Temple, which appears to 
the left of the Nakasendo when walking down 
from Edo. The Jizo at Shinshoji Temple was 
petitioned by Jizobo Shogen of Fukagawa to 
show appreciation for the Jizo after praying to it to 
cure his illness. It was erected in 1714 after much 
approval from all over Edo city, measuring a height 

of 2.7 meters. In addition to this Shinshoji Jizo 
located at the entrance of the Nakasendo (Toshima 
Ward), there were other Jizo erected at Honsenji 
Temple on Tokaido (Shinagawa Ward), Taisoji 
Temple on Koshu Kaido (Shinjuku Ward), Tosenji 
Temple on Oshu Kaido (Taito Ward), Reiganji on 
Mito Kaido (Koto Ward), and Old Eitaiji Temple 
on Chiba Kaido (Koto Ward). These six Jizo were 
called Edorokujizo (Six Jizo of Edo). All except the 
Old Eitaiji Temple still exist today. 

Travelers that journeyed down the Nakasendo 
from Edo would stop at the Jizo of Shinshoji 
Temple to pray for safe travels. For 300 years, 
the Jizo has sat in stillness at the gateway of 
Nakasendo as it continues to watch lovingly over 
the visitors of Sugamo with kind eyes peering 
from under the big bamboo hat.

Shinshoji Temple Douzou Jizo Bosatsu Zazo (Edorokujizo)

About the Shakujo
The Shakujo is the khakkhara monk staff carried by monks and 
ascetics. At the tip of the shaft are metal rings that are designed to 
jingle. The staff, believed to be effective in relieving kleshas (the fi
ve hindrances to enlightenment) and gaining wisdom, symbolizes 
the dedication of the Jizo Bosatsu (Ksitigarbha) to travel far and 
wide in order to bring salvation to all living beings.

The image of the Jizo
•  The height of the Jizo in the sitting position measures 

approximately 2.7 meters and approximately 3.5 meters when 
combined with the Renge (lotus) platform.

•  The most striking characteristic of the Jizo is that it is in 
Sogyo style, meaning that it takes the form of a Buddhist 
monk with a shaved head.

•  The protrusion in the forehead is called Byakugo (Urna), 
a bundle of long white hair which whorls in a clockwise 
direction and is thought to be approximately 3 meters long 
when extended.

Possessions of the Jizo
•  The Jizo possesses a Hoju and a Shakujo. Designed to 

imitate the pilgrimage attire of a monk, the Jizo carries the 
Hoju in its left hand and the Shakujo in the right.

During the massive restoration of the Jizo Bosatsu Zazo in 2008, 
four statues measuring 10 centimeters high were discovered 
along with wooden and copper charms inside the Jizo.

The proper name is Nyoi Hoju, or the Chintamani Stone. It is a 
wish-fulfilling jewel symbolizing Buddhist teachings.
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Edo to the Present

The Jizo (Buddhist statue) that watches over travelers as it sits in stillnessⅡ

The Tainai Jizo, Jizo found inside 
the body of the Edorokujizo

Roku Jizoson Mairi   ( Visiting the Roku Jizoson )

The Jizo Bosatsu Zazo (sitting statue of Jizo Bosatsu or 
Ksitigarbha) went under a massive restoration in 2008, which 
took two years to complete. During the dismantling process, 
four statues measuring 10 centimeters high were discovered 
inside the Jizo after having been inside the body of the 
statue for 294 years. Who placed the statues inside the Jizo 
and the reason still remains a mystery. 

Roku Jizoson Mairi is sited in the 
“Totosaij iki” (published 1838), 
which recorded the seasonal 
events of Edo city as well as in the 
“Edo Zusetsu” (published 1799). 
The Roku J izoson pi lgr image 
seemed to have taken a round-
trip through Edo, starting at the 
seaside of Shinagawa on Tokaido 
and going uptown in order, then 
coming back down to the sixth and 
final destination at the seaside of 
Fukagawa. 

No. 1 Honsenji Temple
(Shingonshu Daigoha)

No. 2 Taisoji Temple
(Jodoshu)

No. 4 Tozenji Temple
(Sotoshu)

No. 5 Reiganji Temple
(Jodoshu)

Source: Booklet, “Shinshoji Temple”

No. 1 Honsenji Temple (Tokaido) 
Constructed in the September of 1708

No. 2 Taisoji Temple (Koshu Kaido) 
Constructed in the September of 1712

No. 3 Shinshoji Temple (Nakasendo) 
Constructed in the September of 1714

No. 4 Tozenji Temple (Oshu Kaido) 
Constructed in August of 1710

No. 5 Reiganji Temple (Mito Kaido)
Constructed in April of 1717

No. 6 Eitaiji Temple (Chiba Kaido) 
Constructed in July of 1720
* Of the above, No.6 Eitaiji Temple is no longer in 
existence. It was destructed in the early Meiji period 
due to Haibutsu-kishaku (a movement to abolish 
Buddhism). 

Edorokujizoson
In order of pilgrimage and 
year of construction:
*The order of pilgrimage is not the order of construction

west

east

northsouth

Shinshoji No.3

No.4

No.6

No.1

No.2

No.5

Shogen left his hometown at the age of 12, was given religious precepts at 
16, fell seriously ill at 24, and was on the verge of death during the spring of 
his 25th year. It was then that he prayed hard for his life to the Jizo Bosatsu 
with his parents, after which he begins to show signs of recovery. Shogen, 
who was now well enough to travel around the country, completed seven 
penances and petitioned to build six statues of the Kondo Roku Jizo Bosatsu 
(Six Copper Jizo Bosatsu) at the six main highways of Edo in the likeness of 
the Roku Jizo of Kyoto.

The origin of the Roku Jizo of Kyoto dates back to the beginning of the 
Heian era when Ono-no-Takamura, while fighting a fever, saw a dream. In 
the dream, a monk by the name of Jizo Bosatsu, who goes around the six 
realms of reincarnation to save the people, tells Ono-no-Takamura to “inform 
the people about the Jizo Bosatsu in order to save them.” After recovering 
from the illness, he builds the Jizo Bosatsu Ritsuzo (standing statue of the 
Jizo Bosatsu, an Important Cultural Property) in the Taisenji Temple located in 
Fushimi. Later, Tairano Kiyomori appointed him as Saiko Hoshi and placed a 
statue at each of the six road entrances of Kyoto. Thus, began the Roku Jizo 
Meguri.

Illustration: Izumi Sakuan

The Jizo of Shinshoji Temple is one of the six Jizoson and is called the 
“Edorokujizo”, which was erected within Edo prefecture. The Jizobo Shogen 
of Edo Fukagawa petitioned for the six Jizo Bosatsuzo in 1706 and the 
construction continued over the course of 14 years. The statue in Shinshoji 
Temple was completed over 300 years ago in September of 1714 as the fourth 
Jizoson. The locals as well as the visitors of the Nakasendo have wished upon 
this Jizo. 

After the death of the Buddha, until the Mirokubutsu (Future Buddha, or 
Maitreya) appears to the world by enlightenment after 5.6 billion and 70 
million years, the Jizoson will serve as the Bosatsu to offer relief to the people 
living in the world without Buddha as they suffer through the Six Paths of 
Incarnation (Jigoku--Hell, Gaki--Hungry Ghost, Chikusho--Beast, Shura--
Demon, Ningen--Human, and Tenjo--Heaven). The Jizoson is also believed 
to guide the afterlife of children who have left the world innocent of religious 
faith. 

Ojizosama of Shinshoji Temple

a / Huh?
b / What’s this? A historical drama? 
c / 1853
d / You watch yourself now.
e / We’re here at last. There’s the Shinshoji Temple Jizo.
f / Thank you for your protection during my travels…  When I enter Sugamo 

village from Nakasendo, I think, “Ahhh, I’ve returned to Edo.”
g / Hey mister, why are you dressed like that? What is this Jizo?
h / Huh? What a strange kid.
i / That’s a Jizoson erected in 1714 by a person named Jizobo Shogen.
j / I heard he fell seriously ill when he was 24 years old. But he miraculously 

recovered after praying hard to the Jizo Bosatsu with his parents.
k / After Shogen recovered from his illness, he went on an ascetic journey 

where he stopped at Kyoto.
l / So, they built a Jizoson at the mouth of the main road in Kyoto…

m / Let’s also build Roku Jizo at the beginning of the roads in Edo!
n / Make them out of bronze so they won’t burn in the fire and big enough 

that they can’t be stolen…

a / Ughhh Grandma, Where are you?
b / No cell phone, I’m in trouble… 
c / The Shinshoji Temple Roku Jizoson celebrates its 300th year of 

consecration…
d / Wow That’s a huge Jizo!
e /  What’s going on?
f / … OK, let me tell you…
g / (Gasp) So bright…
h / Hey Watch out.
i / Oh, thank you…

6 7



Edo to the Present

The Jizo (Buddhist statue) that watches over travelers as it sits in stillnessⅡ

Shogen spent four years offering Sennichi Mairi (the Thousand Day Prayer) 
to the gods at Atago, Fukagawa, Kanda, and Yushima after which he issued 
a solicitation document, “Edorokujizo Kenritsu no Ryakuengi,” to collect 
contributions. He preached about the blessings of the Jizo Bosatsu and its 
miracles old and new as well as recruiting others into practicing Buddhism. 
Shogen made efforts to connect the Jizoson and Buddhist teachings with the 
people of the various provinces far and wide.

The Jizo of Shinshoji Temple is a sitting bronze statue measuring about 2.7 
meters high, and a towering 3.5 meters when combined with the Renge (lotus) 
platform. The measurement of the Buddhist statue is based on the height 
of the Buddha, which according to ancient legend, is said to be 5.4 meters. 
Therefore, it is customary to build the standing statues to measure 5.4 meters 
in height and the sitting ones at 2.7 meters. Shogen is believed to have 
followed this practice. 

ToWard the end of World War II on April 13, 1945, all areas of Toshima Ward 
suffered fires from the Johoku Daikushu (Big Air Raid of Johoku) resulting in 
the complete destruction of Shinshoji Temple. The Gohonson Yakushinyorai, 
the Edorokujizoson and stone monuments survived the fires to preserve 
what little was left of the appearance of the Edo period. As a result of this air 
raid, there were 778 casualties, 34,000 homes destroyed, 161,661 victims 
(accounting for 70% of the population of Toshima Ward at the time); and 
approximately 70% of the land burned to ashes.

Parts of the solicitation document explaining about the blessings of the Jizo 
Bosatsu were written in hiragana characters to make it legible for women 
and children. Moreover, there were detailed descriptions of the contribution 
amount ranging from 20 ryo (current worth of about one million JPY) to 1 
mon (current worth of about 10 JPY). On the body of the Jizoson, there are 
inscriptions of the donors’ information such as place of residence, names 
or posthumous names of facilitators and negotiators, various job positions 
and social class. It is evident that donations were collected from numerous 
contributors regardless of their social status.

In the 1940s, Shinshoji Temple offered playgrounds for the local children in 
its precinct. It is said that picture book storytellers also came to the temple 
to entertain the children. The youngsters seemed to have enjoyed gathering 
near the Jizo of Shinshoji Temple to play, sometimes even climbing on it. It 
was believed that the Jizo protected the children from harm and with no one 
scolding the children, the adults watched on with a sense of security.

After the war, barracks were built on the remains of Shinshoji Temple for 
reconstruction. Later in 1966, the main building was restored. By 1976, the 
Buddhist statues were reconstructed and more buildings such as the Sanmon 
(temple gates) and Amidado (temple hall of Amitabha) are completed. 
Moreover, the Edorokujizoson Ceremony, which was organized centrally by 
the people of the neighboring shopping streets in the 1950s, revived the 
Hyakumanben Dainenju Kuyo after a hiatus due to the war. 

a / It looks like we can make donations!
b / Shogen sought to gather a lot of donations so he issued solicitations in 

hiragana characters so everyone can read them.
c / The Jizo will save us from the six hells.
d / He protects and heals children and the weak. He also offers blessings to 

your present life on earth. We must be thankful.
e / I think this guy’s great grandfather donated, too.
f / Right?
g / Wow!
h / The names of donors are engraved on the body of the Jizoson regardless 

of their social class.
i / Really? Where?
j / Ah!
k / Wh..What.

The shopping street is in shambles!
l / Where’s the temple?

m / Is the Jizo ok?!
n / 1945

a / What,
You smart aleck! Prepare yourself!

b / Who are you? Since when were you here.
c / 1955
d / …Umm Is it ok to play up there?
e / It’s fine. The priest won’t tell us to get down.
f / No one has gotten hurt here.
g / My mom would never let me.
h / Heeey,

What are you doing? Get up here.
i / (Gasp)
j / Grandma!
k / Thank goodness.

I looked all over for you.

a / You know what, the Jizo at the Shinshoji Temple was there from the Edo 
era.
And then…

b / Uh huh…
Is that so...

c / Wasn’t the Jizo protecting everyone?
d / Thank you for watching over my grandchild…
e / That’s right, he’s been protecting us for a long time…
f / For 300 years…
g / …Hehehe, the Jizo has? I see…
h / So these boys…

a / His bamboo hat is burnt. But it’s fine.
b / Good.
c / Where are your parents? Have you been separated?
d / Heeeey, everyone seems to be ok. 
e / Thank you for saving our lives.
f / The town and shopping street burned to ashes.
g / Who knows when we’ll be able to rebuild in conditions like this…
h / We’re struggling to survive right now, but we’ll be okay once the war is 

over.
i / Ohhh it looks like it survived. I’m relieved that it remained unburned.
j / Could this be the war I learned about in school…
k / I remember hearing that there were air strikes all over Japan.

Over 12,000 names of donors are inscribed on the body and 
platform of the Jizoson at Shinshoji Temple. There appear roughly 
11,700 names and posthumous names of donors inscribed just 
on the body of the statue alone, and more can be seen on every 
single stone of the stone-walled platform. The total number of 
names engraved is well over 12,000. The names and occupations 
that appear on the inscriptions suggest that the donations were 
collected from numerous contributors regardless of their social 
status as a result of the petitioner Jizobo Shogen’s great efforts and 
devotion to build the Roku Jizoson.
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Edo to the Present

The Jizo (Buddhist statue) that watches over travelers as it sits in stillnessⅡ

Sugamo’s Tateba (rest area) flourished with travelers
Sugamo during the Edo period flourished as a 
tateba (rest area), located just before the Itabashi 
Shuku, with the first shukuba (post station) along 
the Nakasendo. In the “Edo Meisho Zue,” the 
koshinto (Koshin monument) is drawn on the right 
edge of the “Sugamo Koshinzuka” with a street 
sign that says, “Migi Waushi Michi (Oji Road to the 
right)”, which is the equivalent of the present day 
crossing of Orito and Sugamo Jizo streets.

The “Edo Meisho Zue” realistically depicts 
the scenes from the past - of crop fields and 
scattered houses with a mountainous view in the 
background.  

You will see along the road; a tea house with 
reed blinds, a shop owner cooking kushidango 
(skewered mochi balls) and a customer resting 
as he wipes his sweat, all as though they would 
come to life at any moment. You can also witness 
the lifestyle of the neighborhood along the 
Nakasendo in detail; travelers wearing bamboo 
hats, palanquin bearers, packhorse drivers, a 
person stopping a fight between laborers, children 
catching insects, etc. You can imagine how time 
was spent resting at this tateba as people came 
and went along the Nakasendo. 

Present day location of Sugamo Koshinzuka

Edo Meisho Zue
Sugamo Koshinzuka, National 
Diet Library

The present day Sugamo Koshinzuka is an intersection where 
cars pass and houses line the streets. On this intersection 
is a gate of the Sugamo Koshinzuka as if to invite you on a 
journey to the Edo Nakasendo. The Sugamo Koshinzuka has 
continued to be the object of worship to the local people to 
this day and there are endless visitors paying their respects 
every day. Moreover, on the days of the Koshin, which comes 
six to seven times a year, this historical site fills with visitors 
and worshippers.

Koshin Shinko (Koshin worship) is said to have originated 
from Taoism of China. It was believed that there exist 
three creatures, Sanshi, inside the human body and on the 
night of the Koshin, these creatures leave the body during 
sleep and report the bad deeds of the person to Ten Tei, a 
heavenly god, who will shorten the lifetime of that person 
as punishment. In order to prevent the Sanshi from leaving 
the body on Koshin nights, people adopted the custom to 
gather at night to stay awake. This practice was recorded in 
the “Makurano Soushi” written in the Heian period.

In the Edo period, Koshinko, or the gathering of people to 
celebrate Koshin, became widely popular in various regions 
and it was through this Koshinko that Koshinzuka (Koshin 
monument) was erected. The Sugamo Koshinzuka has a 
long history dating back to its first construction in 1502. It 
was a tall monument, measuring approximately 2.5 meters 
but was crushed under fallen lumber during restoration after 
the Great Fire of Meireki in 1657. The Koshinto drawn on the 
right edge of the Sugamo Koshinzuka of Edo Meisho Zue, 
had been built in 1657 and currently is enshrined within the 
Sugamo Koshindo.

The Sarutahiko Okami (deity from a Japanese myth) is also 
enshrined as Dososhin (traveler's guardian deity) in the 

Sugamo Koshinzuka, serving to 
protect roads and borders. Even 
though Koshin bears no relation 
to the monkey, the character, 
“shin” of Koshin is sometimes 
sounded as “saru (monkey),” 
which is why the Sarutahiko 
Okami is enshrined in many of 
the Koshinzuka.

Located in an alley to the left after crossing the Toden train tracks 
from the Koshinzuka intersection. The Koshinto was built in 
memory of the people who have passed during their journey on the 
Nakasendo as well as of the horses and cows that helped transport 
cargo.

It was originally located near Tokyo Toden’s Koshinzuka Station but 
was moved upon the construction of Oji Train (the current Toden 
Arakawa line). It is said that three to four crates full of human as 
well as horse and cow bones were excavated from under the Enmei 
Jizoson during the relocation.

Origin of Sugamo Koshinzuka  ( 4- 35 Sugamo, Toshima Ward ) MAP 4

Enmei Jizoson 
 ( 3- 33 Nishi-Sugamo, Toshima Ward ) MAP 5
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Edo to the Present

The Jizo (Buddhist statue) that watches over travelers as it sits in stillnessⅡ

Nakasendo, friendly to women and commoners
Tokugawa Ieyasu’s first mission after opening the 
Edo bakufu (Japanese feudal government headed 
by a shogun) in 1603 was road maintenance. One 
of the Edo Gokaido was the Nakasendo. Starting 
at Nihonbashi and passing through Takasaki, 
Shimosuwa and Kiso Kaido and finally reaching 
Kyoto’s Sanjo Ohashi, the 533-kilometer journey 
required going across mountains. It is said to have 
taken about 19 days to arrive at Kyoto.

While the Tokaido course, which passed through 
temperate regions, took approximately 15 days, 
the Nakasendo course required a few more days 
to complete the journey. However, traveling via the 
Tokaido often cost the travelers extra expenses 
for having to cross the large rivers like the Oi and 
Tenryu Rivers as well as for hatago (lodging) to 
wait for the occasional floods to pass. On the 
other hand, there were no big rivers to manage 

along the Nakasendo course, which made it easier 
to plan and more affordable due to the lack of 
need for extra boats and lodging. It was a road 
favored by commoners and women.

In the Edo period, it was officially prohibited for 
the general public to go on personal travels; in 
actuality, however, there were many people who 
enjoyed traveling on the pretext of going to Ise 
Mairi, Kyo Mairi, Konpira Mairi, etc. (Mairi is the 
pilgrimage to a shrine to pray for blessings.) 
Making stops at famous landmarks and onsen (hot 
springs) spots were the highlight of the journey 
and guidebooks were published to introduce the 
places of interest in various regions. Visiting the 
Jinja Bukkaku (shrines and temples) for worship 
and touring major landmarks and onsen are 
popular activities of leisure traveling and they are 
the same now as they were in the Edo period.

Traveling in the Edo period consisted of walking 
hundreds of kilometers. In the time that medical 
care was inadequate, it was a physically and 
climatically challenging journey that often put lives 
at risk. It goes without saying that Edo travelers 
made careful preparations and traveled with 
utmost caution.

But as always, accidents are prone to occur when 
traveling. The people of Sugamo, together with 
the protecting Jizo of Shinshoji Temple, have 
welcomed these travelers with open arms to 
offer a place of rest as well as encouragement. 
With their long history of observing numerous 
travelers, offering a helping hand to those that fell 
ill or passed on came naturally for the Sugamo 

residents. 

These philanthropic characteristics are deeply 
rooted in the residents of Sugamo and are evident 
today in the hearts of the people of the shopping 
streets all over town.

It is thanks to the hospitable atmosphere of 
Sugamo, organically created by the kind nature 
of its people, that visitors can feel the nostalgic 
sense of peace and assurance. Visitors today 
continue to be welcomed by the friendly faces of 
Sugamo. 

The traveler friendly people of Sugamo

Tokaido
Completed in 1624. There were challenging 
obstacles along the way, like the Hakone no 
Seki (barrier) for instance, but the facilities were 
top notch and the highway was always bustling 
with people. The route extends to Kyo Kaido 
(Osaka Kaido) which is sometimes included as a 
part of Tokaido.
Nakasendo
Completed in 1694. Often simply called Sendo 
or Kisoji. Sometimes written as 中仙道
 (as opposed to 中山道 ).
Koshu Kaido
Completed in 1772. After the mid Edo period, 
it prospered as a trade route to transport 
commercial goods. 
Nikko Dochu (Nikko Kaido)
Completed around 1636. After the construction 
of the Toshogu Shine, it gained significance as a 
pilgrimage route.
Oshu Dochu (Oshu Kaido)
Completed in 1646. Hoppo Mondai (Northern 
Conflicts, beginning of what is currently known 
as the Kuril Island dispute) arose in the late Edo 
period and the highway became more frequently 
used for official transport. Some sub routes 
extend as far as Hakodate.

Edo Gokaido

Toto Meisho Ichiran-e 
National Diet Library

Ryoko Yojinshu (Published in 1810)
Waseda University Library 

Travel gear from the late Edo period
Itabashi Historical Museum

Tokaido

Edo

Kyo

Nihonbashi

Itabashi
Shuku

Warabi
Shuku

Takasaki

Kumagaya

Shimosuwa

Nakatsugawa

Sekigahara

Hamamatsu

Atsuta

Kusatsu

Odawara

Katsunuma

Utsunomiya

Koga

Nikko

Shirakawa

Urawa
Shuku

Sugamo

Oshu Kaido

Nikko Kaido

Nakasendo

Koshu Kaido

Oedo Trivia
Origin of Omiyage (Souvenirs)

Preparing for the trip during the Edo period

Travel gear of the Edo period (Illustration)

How much was the travel fare 
during the Edo period?

“Miyage” was traditionally written “ 宮 笥 (Miyake)”, referring 
to the board to display the amulet provided by Ise Jingu 
Shrine. Traveling in the Edo period was very costly and not 
everyone was fortunate. Ko (group of people who share the 
same interests) were formed to raise funds to carry out their 
missions, such as the Ise Mairi. Usually the leader of the ko 
would travel and make the pilgrimage on behalf of those in 
absence. The traveler would buy the miyake at the shrine to 
take back to the other members of the ko. Later, the act of 
buying local produce to take back also became known as 
“miyage” and was written “ 土産 (produce of the land).” The 
unique Japanese culture of buying souvenirs must have been 
passed down from these Edo customs.

1  Sugegasa
Often made of hinoki (Japanese cypress) boards, bamboo, 
and rush. Used for shelter from the sun and rain.
2  Tekko
Protected the arm from the sun and other harm.
3  Momohiki
Light-weight cotton pants. Worn for protection and warmth.
4  Kyahan
Made of navy cotton cloth to protect the legs.
5  Waraji
Straw sandals. They would wear out after 3 days of travel.

The “Ryoko Yojinshu (A Collection of 
Precautions for Travelers)” was published 
in the late Edo period. I t  provides 
extensive advice to travelers including 
in format ion such as how to dress 
and what to bring, traveling etiquette, 
planning the day, selection of inns, 
precautions when lodging, etc.

Hayamichi (coin wallet), yatate (pen 
case), fan, kaichu kagami (small mirror), 
journal, comb, hair oil, tissue paper, 
chochin (lantern), candle, fire starting kit, 
stamp, change of clothes, inro (medicine 
case), string and needle, hook, hemp 
rope, oiled paper, etc. 

Traveling in Edo period required many months and cost a 
fortune.
*Currency rate is based on the assumption that since the 
price of 5 kilograms of rice in 1810 was 100 mon, it would be 
the equivalent of about 2,000 JPY today. Therefore, 1 mon is 
calculated as approximately 20 yen.

Waraji (a pair of straw sandals)  15 mon (approx. 300 yen)
Soba (Japanese buckwheat noodles)
  16 mon (approx. 320 yen)
Watashi Bune (ferry)  15 mon (approx. 300 yen)
Kichin (lodging fee per night)  50 mon (approx. 1,000 yen)
Hatago (lodging fee per night with meals) 
 200 mon (approx. 4,000 yen)
Full cost of Ise Mairi  4 ryo (approx. 480,000 yen)

Common travel belongings

1

2

3

4

5
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Azalea garden
Satsuki azalea 
garden

Water lily 
and iris

Maple garden Potted 
plants

Medicinal plants 
garden

Well-trimmed 
trees

Garden 
Entrance

Camellia 
Garden

The Latter Part 
of the Edo 

Period Ito Ihei: The Charismatic Tree Gardener

The Origin of Gardeners Flower Viewing: The Pleasure of 
Edo’s Common People

Ito Ihei: The Charismatic 
Tree Gardener

Chrysanthemum 
Cultivation for 
Entertainment

The Birth of the Yoshino Cherry Tree

The Life of the Flower 
Adoring People of Edo

A gardening culture that encompasses the gardens of the daimyo to the amusement of 
the common people of Edo. 
An indispensable name sits at the center of this prosperity.III

Marking the opening of the Edo period, during the 8th year 
of the Keicho era (1603), several vast daimyo mansions 
were built in the town of Edo. With the restoration of peace 
after an age of war, all of the daimyos constructed gardens 
within these mansions, with every garden competing in 
elegance. The farmers in the vicinity were the ones who 
took care of the landscaping and maintenance of these 
gardens. 

The nearby Somei Village is adjacent to a daimyo mansion 
which stretches out in the Hongo Plateau. This land is 
blessed with several water sources such as the Naga-Ike 
Pond (presently located inside the Somei Cemetery). The 
farmers of the village soon worked as gardeners, which 
turned the Somei Village into a village of the best Edo 
gardeners, aiming to pursue the research and development 
of cultivar crossbreeding.

A wide variety of cultivars were born in 
Somei Village with the active participation 
in research and cultivar crossbreeding. 
So to speak, from the perspective of 
being at the cutting edge of biological 
research during the Edo period, it had 
been necessary for new cultivars to 
compete with each other in order to be at 
the forefront of the trends. The gardens 
of Somei, where these leading flowers 
bloom, were opened to the public during 
each season. This was flocked by the 
common people of Edo as a flower theme 
park where they could enjoy the seasons.

At the center of the history of Edo's gardening culture is 
Ito Ihei, dubbed as the greatest Edo gardener. Contrary to 
how it sounds, the name does not refer to one person but is 
actually a title passed across generations. The third Ito Ihei 
Sannojo and the fourth Ito Ihei Masatake parent and child 
were the most popular among these people. Sannojo, the 
third Ito Ihei, was also known as "Kirishimaya Ihei", and was 
popular for his cultivation of azaleas and satsuki azaleas. 
Masatake, the fourth Ito Ihei was also known as "Fuyo-
ken", and was popular for working with the development 
of new varieties of momiji and kaede maples. In addition, 
"Kadan Chikinsho" and "Zoho Chikinsho" left by Sannojo as 
well as "Koeki Chikinsho" and "Chikinsho Appendix" left by 
Masatake are considered academically important materials 
in the history of Japanese plants as integral classical plant 
picture books.

Flower viewing continued to be the center 
of the people's amusement throughout 
the Edo period. However, trends appeared 
through the times from camellias to azaleas, 
chrysanthemums, tachibana (inedible citrus) 
and morning glories. The flower trend 
during the latter half of this period was the 
chrysanthemum. Cultivation and selective 
breeding of chrysanthemum were also 
widely conducted in Somei, the so-called 
gardener's village. Chrysanthemum viewing 
was held during autumn and the vicinity of 
Sugamo and Komagome became popular 
places for this activity.  

Chrysanthemum cultivation started from the 
""Kadan Zukuri"" (making the flower bed) in 
the middle of the Edo period. This branched 
out to ""Katachi Zukuri"" or creat ing 
a background from chrysanthemums, 
""Sakiwake-no-Kiku"" and ""Senrin Saki"", 
where several flowers bloom out of one 
stem, as well as the devotion to these 
techniques.

In the latter part of the Edo period, this 
extended to ""Kiku Ningyo"" or dolls clothed 
with chrysanthemums. The chrysanthemum 
cultivation of Sugamo became popular 
thrice from the middle to the latter part of 
the Edo period, which attracted long queues 
of uninvited visitors to chrysanthemum-
viewing activities. This period was marked 
by prosperity with the appearance of more 
or less 80 flower shops as well as stores in 
Hyakken."

Selective breeding of cherry blossoms was widely done from the middle 
to the end of the Edo period. This brought forth several cultivars of cherry 
blossoms. Among them is the “Yoshino cherry tree” (Somei Yoshino), which 
was cultivated and sold by Somei gardeners. Although it has been said that it 
is a crossbreed between the “double weeping rosebud cherry” and the “Oshima 
cherry”, it is unclear if someone nurtured something that had been growing 
naturally or if a person crossbred these cultivars. Initially, it was sold as 
“Yoshinozakura (Yamazakura/Mountain Cherry)”. However, Dr. Yorinaga Fujino 
found out in his investigation that the Mountain Sakura was actually a different 
cultivar. In 1900, it took the name of its production area and was known as 
“Somei Yoshino”. This was the origin of this cultivar's name.

Its flowers bloom at an early time and they come to full bloom before its leaves 
appear. It was widely popular for this gorgeousness and was planted all over 
Japan. 150 years have passed, but the interest towards the flowers made 
by the Somei gardeners from Komagome village still remain and until now, it 
continues to be enjoyed by millions of people in the entire country as a symbol 
of spring.    Recommended Spots for Cherry Blossoms ▶ P25

During the Edo period, the popular places for flowers within 
Edo and the suburbs were flocked with people and were 
not confined in Sugamo. These places were so popular that 
sugoroku (a dice game), guide maps and rankings, sporting 
reviews of various popular places, were widely printed. The 
custom of admiring flowers was cemented in the lives of Edo's 
people through flower shops established in popular places and 
during temple festivals as well as flower-selling peddlers, who 
roamed with in the 
city. It appears that 
the downtown alley 
scenery of decorating 
the  en t rance  w i th 
pot ted p lants  and 
bonsai became the 
norm during this time.

Somei-Oji Sugamo-hen Ezu (An illustration of the vicinity of Sugamo) 
(Toshima Historical Museum) 

Chikinsho Vol. 16 Appendix Vol. 3 <National Diet Library> Flower Guide of Edo (National Diet Library)

Present Komagome Station, 
JR Yamanote Line

Present Sugamo Station, 
JR Yamanote Line

Present Sugamojizo-dori 
Street Entrance Intersection

Present Sugamojizo-dori
 Street (Nakasendo)

A village where gardeners 
within the vicinity gather

Present Somei Cemetery located 
near the administrative building

Present Rikugien Garden

Present Hakusan Street

Present Somei Street

Buko Somei Honkouken Kirishima-no-Zu
(An illustration inside the Ito Ihei Garden) 
(Toshima Historical Museum)

Sugamo Nakayama Chrysanthemum 
Festival ( 3 Sugamo, Toshima Ward) MAP 6
In order to continue the tradition from the Edo period, 
the chrysanthemum festival is held every November 
in various places such as the Edorokujizoson Shinsho 
Temple and the Togenuki Jizoson Koganji Temple. 
Every year, several people come to these places 
for chrysanthemum art, exhibitions and stalls in the 
theme of a Japanese fairy tale.

Famous Views of Edo 
Selected for the Twelve 
Months: September 
“Sugamo Tomoe Uchi” 
(National Diet Library)

Kochoen Ryuko Kiku 
no Hanazoroe “Sugamo 
Uekiya Yazaburo” 
(Toshima Historical 
Museum) 
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Bakumatsu – Meiji

Keiki-san of the Meiji
Keiki-san (Mr. Keiki) is the nickname of the last shogun, Tokugawa Yoshinobu. 
His life filled with turmoil still largely remains to be historically unclear.
Let's look at the last years of Lord Yoshinobu, which he spent in Tokyo.IV

The Three Faces of Tokugawa Yoshinobu The Person Behind the Meiji Restoration

Life During the Meiji Era

Lord Yoshinobu was born in 1837 as the seventh son of the 
Mito daimyo, Tokugawa Nariaki, and became “Yoshinobu 
Hitotsubashi” in 1847 as he became the heir of the 
Hitotsubashi family, one of the three Tokugawa families. 
Lord Yoshinobu’s intelligence was apparent from a young 
age. After the Emperor Komei bestowed upon him the 
imperial command under as the shogun, he enforced bold 
yet ingenious policies such as the Bunkyu Reforms and 
the Hamaguri Rebellion. His ability to govern as a shrewd 
politician is Lord Yoshinobu’s first face.

   His second face is of him as a shogunate. Lord Yoshinobu 
became the 15th shogun with the sudden death of the 
14th shogunate, Tokugawa Iemochi, in 1866 in the midst of 
the Second Choshu Expedition. During this time, external 
pressure started to pile up with the arrival of the black ships 
which ensued the rise of the campaign to expel foreigners 
and further reverence to the emperor. This period also saw 
the rise of the Satcho alliance which was centered around 
overthrowing the shogunate. During this embroiled period, 
a person of great talent stood as a highly abled politician 
and a shogun who accomplished several feats such as the 
restoration of imperial rule as a way of resuscitating the 
country and the bloodless fall of the Edo Castle.

The days he spent during the Meij i  era in voluntary 
confinement was his third face. After the bloodless fall of the 
Edo Castle in 1868, Lord Yoshinobu spent his confinement in 

various places from Kan’eiji Temple in Ueno to Mito, Shizuoka 
and Tokyo. During this time, he shied away from politics and 
took interest in various hobbies such as photography, biking, 
net-fishing and hunting among other activities.

When hearing the name “Tokugawa Yoshinobu”, the first 
thing that comes to mind is the “defeated commander”, who 
withdrew from the Battle of Toba-Fushimi. However, if you 
look at this action from the perspective of “war abatement” 
and “preserving independence against foreign powers”, you 
would be able to see a consistent idea. 

As a shogun, Lord Yoshinobu had a clear picture of the 
general situation with regards to the Satcho troops hell-bent 
on waging war even going as far as conducting terror acts 
within Edo. His actions, which included the great escape from 
the Osaka Castle, the abatement of the general offensive 
against the Edo Castle, and his latter confinement, could be 
thought as measures to close any gap that may be used by 
the American, English, and French troops who were mounting 
pressure on the Japanese troops, as well as to restore 
national order, which was the utmost priority at that time.

This is not strange if we take into account that he was raised 
by his mother who was from the imperial family, bearing the 
ideal of “imperial rule” or the actions of his predecessors who 
has maintained Tokugawa Ieyasu’s strong stance against 
war. Indeed, after the Battle of Toba-Fushimi, Lord Yoshinobu 
rejected proposal from French minister Roches to aid them 
in conducting a counteroffensive against the Satcho forces. 
Instead, he chose the path to this voluntary confinement in 

Kan’eiji Temple. 

While Lord Yoshinobu kept away from politics during his 
confinement, he constantly checked the actions of the 
Tokugawa vassals and he also hoped for the immediate 
creation of a new political foundation.

The actions of Lord Yoshinobu were highly appreciated by 
the Meiji Emperor and 
the Meiji government. 
Due to th is ,  in  1869, 
h i s  p u n i s h m e n t  w a s 
immediately canceled. 
He was reinstated as 
Jushinoge (junior fourth 
rank) in 1869 and was 
bestowed the status of a 
duke in 1902. Although 
L o rd  Yo s h i n o b u  d i d 
not talk about his l ife 
as a shogun, he said 
the following to his son 
during his last years: I 
had no choice but to do 
what I did. It was the best 
option.

Although Lord Yoshinobu spend a quiet life during these days, 
he took interest in a variety of hobbies including painting, 
waka (classic Japanese poem) and archery. Among these, 
his encounter with photography seems to have been the 
focus of his remaining years. Despite avoiding the public eye, 
he would actively head out to take photos and talk with the 
common people. It would seem that the subject of his photos 
was the life of the masses such as the children, peasants and 
fishermen living downtown.

The Mark of Tokugawa Yoshinobu’s 
Residence ( 1 Sugamo Toshima Ward) 
MAP 12

Seiunji Temple, the Grave of Tatsugoro 
Shinmon ( 4- 8 Nishi Sugamo, Toshima 
Ward) MAP 11

Why did Lord Yoshinobu move his 
residence after four years?

Yoshinobu's residence in Sugamo has a plum garden, which is 
dubbed by the locals as “Keiki-san no Ume Yashiki” (Mr. Keiki's 
Plum Residence). It is said that the residence had a lot area of 
0.99 ha while the building has 1332.31 square meters and was 
located near the Hakusan 
Street intersection of the 
present south entrance 
of Sugamo Station on the 
JR Yamanote Line. There 
is a memorial stone for 
the site of the residence 
of Tokugawa Yoshinobu 
placed along the footpath 
of the Hakusan Street.

Tatsugoro Shinmon is known to be the leader of the “organization” 
of Edo firemen and was an active philanthropist who was deeply 
trusted by the 15th shogun, Tokugawa Yoshinobu. He was also 
with the shogun in the Osaka Castle during the Battle of Toba-
Fushimi. While returning to Edo via sea aboard the Kaiyomaru, 
Tokugawa Yoshinobu misplaced the gilded folding fan battle 
standard which he inherited from Ieyasu. This was returned by 
Tatsugoro  to  the 
Osaka Castle and he 
was able to return 
home safely to Edo 
via the Tokaido after 
breaking through the 
middle of the enemy 
lines.Lord Yoshinobu came to Sugamo in 1897. However, he moved to 

Kohinata of the Koishikawa Ward (presently Kasuga, Bunkyo Ward) 
in 1901. The reason being that the Nippon Railway Toshima Line 
(current JR Yamanote Line) opened in 1903. For Lord Yoshinobu, 
who loved nature and wanted to spend his life quietly, it would 
have been impossible for him to bear the fact that the plateau 
in front of him was being shaved off and the trains constantly 
running.

“Taisei Hokenzu” by Tanryo Murata

Lord Yoshinobu in his younger days

Lord Yoshinobu in his last years
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Meiji - Taisho

A District Called “Ushiya Yokocho”
A dreamy farm scenery which spreads peacefully.
It has a geographical advantage unique to Sugamo, which has supported the needs of 
the Meiji era.V

The Beginning of Drinking Milk
Originally, there was not a culture of drinking cow’s milk in 
Japan and the small amount that was produced was from 
the dairy cows raised on the Edo shogunate’s imperial farm. 
However, since the arrival of the black ships and the increase 
in foreigners, the first milking farms started to appear in the 
foreign settlements in Yokohama. The effects of milk became 
apparent to the locals and the habit of drinking milk spread 
since the Meiji era. 

Tomekichi Maeda was known as the one who pioneered farm 
management among the Japanese. A farm opened in at that 

time Sakuragawa Town, Shibaku Ward (presently Toranomon, 
Minato Ward) in 1871. Since then, the number of farms rapidly 
increased and in 1881, the number of farms in Tokyo alone 
was at 113.

Since refrigeration technology was still absent in the Meiji era, 
farms were mainly concentrated in urban areas. Cows were 
milked in the morning and was delivered to the neighboring 
customers as is. Due to this, rather than a farm, it was more of 
a milking facility which merely bred dairy cows for producing 
milk."

Milking facilities concentrated in city centers have an 
environment which is detrimental to cows, making public 
sanitation a problem. In 1900, the “Regulations Concerning 
Milk Operations Management” were enforced, which required 
a field that would maintain sanitation and the health of the 
cows. The enforcement of this law caused farms to migrate 

to rural areas. Among these, the neighborhood around 
Nakasendo, whose highway maintenance was in progress 
since the Edo period, was where several farms gathered as it 
offers more convenience for clients. This Sugamo area was 
henceforth called “Ushiya Yokocho”.

In Sugamo farms, milking was done three times a day in the 
morning, noon and evening. Milk delivery, which was already done 
early in the morning, was the common scenery in the morning. 

However, cattle raising was still limited in urban centers. The narrow 
farm caused a lot of stress to the dairy cows, which made several of 
them unable to produce milk.

Thus, Aikosha located in Nishi-Sugamo (present 3 Minami-Otsuka) 
started a “deposit cattle” system. Cows that were unable to produce 
milk were left in the care of rural farmers. When the cow became 
able to produce milk after giving birth to a calf, the milking resumed. 
Dairy cows were placed in milking facilities and to optimize 
operations, urban milking facility managers became a common job. 

At the same time, this led to the 
development of breeding and 
milking technology in local farms 
as the means of transportation 
developed. This was one of the 
factors which caused the decline 
of farms in Tokyo.

At the height of prosperity, there were nearly 60 
farms in Sugamo but during the end of the Taisho 
era, the number of farms suddenly declined. One of 
the reasons was the expansion of residential areas. 
With the expanding residential areas came the 
constant complaints about the smell and cleanliness 
of farms, forcing farms to relocate to rural areas.

Another reason was the bovine tuberculosis disease 
which broke out in 1927. It became difficult for farms 
to sell milk from cattle that had tuberculosis. Since 
then, pasteurization was obliged and a milking plant 
system which included a sterilization and sales 
system was introduced.

The number of small to medium farms steeply 
dropped as they were forced to choose between 
affiliating with large manufacturers which owned 
milking plants or closing their farms. Before people 
knew it, Sugamo farms dubbed as “Ushiya Yokocho” 
turned into a landscape in a dream. 

Maeda Milk Advertisement
(National Diet Library)

Why were there farms in Sugamo?

“Deposit Cattle”: Separating 
the Period of Farm 
Management

Disappearing Farms

Map of the Ushiya Yokocho vicinity in 1911

Photo / Documents
From Toshima Historical 
Museum “Milk Iro no 
Zanzo” (Afterimage in 
Milk Color)

Delivery Scene

The Yoshikawa Farm, which was adjacent to a residential area

Gyueki Memorial Pagoda, Tofukuji Temple 
( 1- 26 Minami Otsuka, Toshima Ward) MAP 13
In 1910, with the spread of infectious diseases in cattle, many dairy cows 
died even in Sugamo. A memorial pagoda was built for these cows by the 
Sugamo chapter of the Tokyo Animal Husbandry Association.

Sugamo Koshinazuka 
Intersection

Sugamojizo Street 
(Nakasendo)

Sugamo Station, 
JR Yamanote Line

Otsuka Station, 
JR Yamanote Line

Meiji Street
Yoshikawa Farm

Hakusan Street

Toden Arakawa Line

Aikosha

Kasuga Street
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Relocation to Sugamo
From 1891
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Kanda Myojin shita 
Dobocho
From 1596

Reconstruction 
in Shitaya Byobusaka
From 1657

Meiji – Present

The Key Figures of the “Fourth Day”
The Fourth Day is held on the 4th, 14th and 24th day of every month.
During these days, the Sugamojizo Street is flocked by many worshippers.
At the center of the bustle is Koganji Temple.
There is a story regarding the revival of the “Sugamo no Jizo” (Jizo of Sugamo).

VI

The Origin of the “Togenuki 
Jizo”

Koganji Temple Reconstruction and Restoration

A Will Inherited by Generations of 
Priests

The Fourth Day: Overflowing with Worshippers

The Arrival of 
"Togenuki Jizo" to Sugamo

Fondly referred as the "Togenuki Jizoson", the Banchosan 
Koganji Temple of the Soto School was opened at the back of 
Kanda Shrine in Dobo Town (present 2 Kanda, Chiyoda Ward). 
However, it was burnt down in the great fire of 1657, so it 
was moved and built in Shitaya Byobusaka (present Iwakura 
Senior High School in front of JR Ueno Station).

In 1728, the devout Matashiro Tatsuke offered the "Jizoson 
Reiin" and a record of miracles 
related to this spiritual symbol. 
This Jizo image printed with 
an image of Buddha is said 
to help remove the "thorns in 
one's mind and body". Koganji 
Temple  which has de i f ied 
this spiritual symbol as their 
principal object of worship is 
referred to as the "Togenuki 
Jizoson".

The Sugamo Station of the Nippon 
Railway Yamanote Line opened in 
1903, which was a turning point for 
Koganji Temple. The 24th Kokaido 
Grand High Priest, which was that 
time's chief priest, lent umbrellas 
printed with "Togenuki Jizo" for free 
at Sugamo Station. The monthly 
temple festival called "Yon no Hi" 
(Fourth Day), increased to thrice 
during the 4th, 14th and 24th day 
of the month, attract ing street 
stalls which greatly benefited the 
"Togenuki Jizo". Local stores also 
supported Koganji Temple and the 
prosperity that was seen during the 
Shitaya Byobusaka period revived 
once again in the Sugamo area.

Generations of Koganji Temple chief priests have carefully protected the "Togenuki 
Jizoson" and have carried out various projects which conform with the times. In 
1958, the 27th Choshu Dodan Great High Priest erected the main temple using 
rebar, which was rare during that time. He also invited lawyers and experts and 
established a free life consultation facility called the "Togenuki Seikatsukan" 
(Togenuki Lifestyle Hall). Up until now, more than 50 years later, it has been visited 
by a total of 20,000 people.

The previous priest and the 24th Daihoki Grand High Priest constructed the 
temple gate, kitchen, and the Juppuku-en Garden. He also constructed a tourist 
bus parking space and a PWD-friendly washroom among other several facilities 
to create a pleasant environment to worshippers. The 29th Eho Meiki High Priest, 
who is the current high priest known to be a medical specialist in cardiology and 
smoking cessation, hopes to preserve people's health by spreading cardiac life-
saving equipment AED and conducting activities which encourage smoking 
cessation with locals.

With 200 stores lined up along Sugamojizo Street, this place 
has become the leading shopping district in Japan. On the 
day of the temple festival, another 200 stalls join in and the 
street becomes flocked by several thousand worshippers. The 
shopping district exudes a warm atmosphere with everyone 

greeting you along the way, channeling the hospitality" of Edo 
merchants. Even first-time goers can easily enjoy this place 
creating an approach space which will make you come back 
for more. Walking along the nostalgic streets will certainly 
make you forget time.

Koganji Temple moved to Sugamo in 1891 with the servicing 
of Ueno Station. During this time, Shinshoji Temple, which 
defies the Edorokujizo, was in Sugamo. While Jizo beliefs 
have been established, the area is still located in a suburb 
with fields and farms without any railroads. 

During the time of Shitaya Byobusaka, Koganji Temple, which 
was called "Hayari Jizo", saw a decline in visitors and became 

deserted.

The front page of the miracle 
record (1728)
(Koganji Temple)

Prosperity revived in Sugamo and Koganji Temple
(Flower viewing association's visit in April 1915) <Koganji Temple>

No Smoking Banner placed on the compound
"Lessons on Smoking Cessation from the 
Founder”, a workbook by the current high 
priest

Arai Kannon ( 3- 35 Sugamo, Toshima Ward) MAP 14An Introduction to Worship
 "Arai Kannon", located on the left side of the Koganji Temple compound, has a 
long line of visitors. Its formal name is “Shokanzenon Bosatsu” (Aryavalokitevara 
Bodhisattva) statue. It was donated by Yaneyaki Heiji, who was a temple supporter, 
in memory of his wife who died in the great fire during the Meireki era. A belief 
started before anyone knew it stating that one's sins will be washed away by pouring 
water over the statue. In 1992, the first statue was worn down after several years 
of washing with a scrubbing brush, so the second Arai Kannon statue created by 
the carver, Naoki Yatsuyanagi was unveiled. Henceforth, it was decided to wash the 
statue with a cloth.

The main object of worship at the Koganji 
Temple, “Enmei Jizo Bosatsu”, commonly 
known as “Togenuki Jizo”, has a rather small 
Jizo image considered as a small spiritual sign 
and is enshrined in the main temple. “Togenuki 
Jizoson Osugata” enshrined in the main temple, 
is about 4 cm in length and is printed on 
Japanese paper. This image was bestowed its 
name through a consecration ceremony and 
“Osugata” is written in the miracle record. 

The “Osugata” has the 
spir i tual  power of  the 
Togenuki Jizoson and it 
is said carrying it around 
with you and sticking it 
onto any location you 
desire to get better 
would give you various 
blessings.

Arai Kannon 
(Photo by: Akira Otani)
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Showa – Present

Daito Eiga Film StudioⅦ
Daito Eiga, the legendary movie company releasing about a hundred movies a year during 
the early Showa era (1926-1989).
It was located in Sugamo, which was also known as the origin of the latest culture.

About Daito Eiga The Legendary Cinema Paradise Event

Daito Eiga's Famous Works and Stars

Daito Eiga was established in 1933 before the 
war, succeeding the Kawai Film Production 
Company established in 1928. Since then, this 
company has released about a hundred movies 
yearly until 1942 during the war.

The founder, Tokusaburo Kawai, said that 
he wanted to please waitresses, factory 
workers, apprentices, and nursemaids, so 
he produced large amounts of low-budget 
entertainment films based on the concepts 
of "fun, cheap, and quick." By setting a low 
admission fee, Daito Eiga received support as 
an entertainment that can be easily enjoyed by 
the general masses with their daily pay instead 
of the salaried employees and pundits.

Daito Eiga's management ran well, but in 
1942, the unification during the war led to a 
merge with Shinko Kinema and Nikkatsu's 
production division, becoming Dai Nippon Eiga 
Seisaku Kabushiki Kaisha (Daiei for short, now 
Kadokawa Pictures). This merger marks the 
end of Daito Eiga's history.

The film studio was located in west Sugamo. 
Many actors and film crew visited here to take 
part in movie production, a symbol of public 
entertainment. Sugamo was truly the origin of 
the leading culture of the time.

In November 2017, the Legendary Cinema Paradise, an event to 
introduce Daito Eiga, was held on the former Daito Eiga film studio's site.
It was a great opportunity to learn more about Sugamo in the 
past with various events. Sugamo's history before Daito Eiga was 
established were introduced by the Board of Education cultural 
assets group curators. A talk show was held between Ichiro Mochida, 
a writer and screenwriter who is well-informed about the condition 
of the time and has written books about Daito Eiga, with Atsushi 
Kokatsu, a film director and screenwriter. There was also a screening 
of "Kai-Denpa no Senritsu - Dai Nihen: Tomei Ningen Hen", one of the 
precious films that still exists today. It was a truly fulfilling event.

Daito Eiga gained popularity thanks to their numerous stars, as well 
as their wide lineup consisting of historical period dramas, tragic love 
stories, contemporary stories with thrilling action, comedies, and 
many more.

< Historical Period Drama >
Moeru Sakebi, Shosetsu Yui, Ukiyoe Soushi, Chushingura, 
Kaido-Ichi no Daioyabun, Onibi Matsuri, Shurahakko, 
Gendai no Roka, Kessen Hannyasaka, Jokokutei, etc.

< Comedy >
Nakiwarahi no Yujo, Teruteru Tenjo, Jajauma to Boya, 
Tokkan Kozo, Shinkon Hazukashi, etc.

< Action Adventure >
Senpu no Arawashi, Machi no Bakudanji, Nikudan no Oja, 
Jigoku ni Musubu Koi, Machi no Abarenbo, Kai-Denpa 
Satsujin Kousen, Kai-Denpa no Senritsu Dai Nihen, etc.

< Contemporary Drama >
Kyucho, Hisan no Tetsuro, Haretari Aozora, Machi no Hi, 
Matsukaze Murasame, Ko wa Kasugai, Chiheisen, Hotei 
Aiwa - Namida no Shinpan, Sokoku, Shonen Noguchi 
Hideyo, etc.

< Propaganda Film >
Sekishinjo, Chukon Nikudan Sanyushi, Shoshurei, 
Gunkoku no Tsuma, Chikai no Ubaguruma, Sugino-
Heisocho no Tsuma, Ozora no Isho, etc.

Sugamo Film Studio
A film studio located at Nishi Sugamo-machi, Kita Toshima-gun, 
Tokyo-fu (now 4 Nishi-sugamo, Toshima-ku, Tokyo, near Nishi-
Sugamo crossing).

1919
Establishment of Tennenshoku Katsudo Shashin (Tenkatsu). Produces 
historical period dramas by making use of its location in Sugamo with 
plenty of temples and shrines.

1920
Kokusai Katsuei (Kokkatsu), a newly-established company by former 
Tenkatsu founder, Kisaburo Kobayashi, which consisted of people 
who retired from Nikkatsu, acquired Tenkatsu. This Sugamo film 
studio produced contemporary dramas using new-school actors, but 
business did not go well and it went bankrupt just after four years. It 
then became Teikoku Kinema's film studio.

1928
Kawai Film Production Company, started by Tokusaburo Kawai 
at the end of the previous year, obtained the Sugamo film studio. 
It continued to spread its cinema network with its consistent 
entertainment style.

1933
Kawai Film Production Company became Daito Eiga.

1942
The Sugamo film studio was closed following the unification during 
the war. Later, Toshima Municipal Asahi Junior High School was built 
on top of its former site. In 2001, this school merged with Toshima 
Municipal Ozuka Junior High School to become Toshima Municipal 
Sugamokita Junior High School. The former school building was used 
as a culture and arts creation base called Nishi-sugamo Workshop.

Daito Eiga Sugamo Film Studio

Collection of National Film Archive of Japan A Portion of Daito Eiga's Works:

Daito Eiga's Notable Directors 
and Actors

Culture and people's life at the time 
are expounded based on documents 
illustrating Sugamo in the past.

Talk show progressing in a calm 
atmosphere

Collection of National Film Archive of Japan

~Screening~
Kai-Denpa no Senritsu - Dai Nihen: Tomei 
Ningen Hen
(1939 film, 34 minutes, black and white)
Director: Toshihide Yamanouchi; Screenplay: Toshiyo 
Oi; Cinematography: Haruo Shimomura; Casts: 
Rintaro Fujima, Taeko Yumeji, Yoichi Mizuhara, 
Toshio Yomo, Takashi Ogasawara, Eiichi Takamura, 
Kikuko Tachibana, Naoyoshi Akutsu, Tatsuo Izuhisa, 
Michitaro Mizushima, Takeshi Tojo, Tadashi Date

Founder: Tokusaburo Kawai

Collection of National 
Film Archive of Japan

Directors
Minoru Ishiyama Sentaro Shirai
Yoshiro Edamasa Yasuki Chiba
Ryuzo Otomo Hozo Nakajima
Masafusa Ozaki Toichiro Negishi
Tokuji Ozawa Takuji Furumi
Saeki Kozo Misao Yoshimura
Actresses
Ryuko Azuma Taeko Sakuma
Momoyo Okawa Teruko Sanjo
Debuko Oyama Sumiko Suzuki
Reiko Kitami *1 Kikuko Tachibana
Futaba Kinoshita Akane Hisano
Itoji Koto Yaeko Mizukawa *2
Mitsuko Kotoji Kyoko Mitsukawa
Actors
Kusuo Abe Ryutaro Nagai
Momonosuke Ichikawa Hideto Hayafusa (actor, director).
Kaido Ooka Junzaburo Ban
Joji Kaieda Rintaro Fujima *3
Shotaro Katsura Hideo Hongo
Saburo Kumoi Otohiko Masakuni
Jushiro Konoe *2 Shuzaburo Matsuyama
Kyoji Sugi Michitaro Mizushima
Shosaku Sugiyama Yoichi Mizuhara
Hachiro Daijoji Tokujiro Yamabuki
*1 Famous actress in historical dramas, Yoichi Hayashi's mother.
*2  Actor, movie director, as well as a movie producer. Parent of 

Hiroki Matsukata, famous in variety shows, and Yuki Meguro, 
famous in various works including historical dramas and 
contemporary dramas.

*3  Famous for his role in Hissatsu series and Hagure Keiji series. 
Parent of Makoto Fujita.
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Shinobazu-dori Street

Hongo-dori StreetSomei-dori Street

Hakusan-dori Street

Sugamo Jizo-dori Street 
(Nakasendo)

Koganji Temple

Komagome Station

Sugamo Station

Shinshoji Temple

Rikugien 
Gardens

Somei 
Cemetery

Saifukuji 
Temple

Metro Bus 
Depot

Sugamo 
Shinkin

Recommended Spots for Cherry Blossoms

Rikugien Gardens 
( 6- 16 Hon-Komagome, Bunkyo Ward) MAP 7
This excursion-type miniature lake garden 
with an artificial hill took 7 years to create 
and was built by the Kawagoe daimyo, 
Yoshiyasu Yanagisawa, during the middle 
of the Edo period. This was dubbed to 
be one of the two largest gardens in Edo 
together with the Koishikawa Korakuen 
Garden. This place is visited by many 
people for its cherry blossoms during spring and the autumn colors 
during fall. The whole garden is also lit up during the night.

Saifukuji Temple 
( 6- 11 Komagome, Toshima Ward) MAP 8
It is located inside the former Somei Village, 
and this temple affiliated with gardeners was 
built as the prayer temple for Isei Tsuhan’s 
Todo family. In addition to, Masatake, the 
fourth Ito Ihei's grave, it also has a stone 
monument inscribed with the words “Somei 
Yoshino no Sato” (The Hometown of Somei 
Yoshino). The row of cherry blossoms within 
the vicinity of the Saifukuji Temple are visited by many people as a 
popular spot for cherry blossoms.

Sugamo Roadside Cherry Blossoms 
( 3- 27 Sugamo, Toshima Ward) MAP 9
These roadside trees stretch from Sugamo 
Station towards Otsuka (Sugamo Bridge – 
Miyashita-bashi Bridge – Edo-bashi Bridge). 
There are 42 cherry blossom trees which 
bloom every spring. You can view the trees 
from the train window on the Yamanote 
Line but you will be able to thoroughly enjoy the atmosphere of 
spring while strolling through the tunnel of cherry blossoms. A grand 
parade accompanied by a marching band is held during the “Sugamo 
Yoshino Cherry Blossom Festival” in March.

Somei Cemetery  
(Around 7 Komagome, Toshima Ward) MAP 10
The origin of this name was from the spring 
named “Somei” located inside the garden of the 
ruins of the Banju Hayashida domain residence. 
This was opened as a public cemetery on 
1874 and was later turned into a metropolitan-
managed cemetery. There are around 100 
Yoshino cherry blossom trees inside the garden, 
which will deeply move you while flower viewing 
in the birthplace of this species.

Last Saturday of March (In case of 
cancellation due to rain, event will be 
postponed to the following Sunday) 

Mid-June to Mid-July

Late July to Early August / Early to Mid-February

Irregularly Held

“Sugamo Somei Yoshino Cherry 
Blossom Festival Parade”

“Tanabata Bamboo Grass Decoration”

“Sugamo Thanksgiving” / 
“Winter Thanksgiving”

Sugamo Painting ContestThanksgiving”

Sponsors: Japan Marching Band Baton Twirling 
Association Kanto Area, Tokyo, Toshima Ward
This parade consists of two parts: The Traffic Safety 
Parade and the Sugamo Marching Classic. About 
a dozen of marching bands, wind ensembles, and 
baton twirling teams, 
consisting mainly of 
junior high and high 
school  c lubs (over 
600 members )  w i l l 
be part ic ipat ing in 
this great event that 
represents Sugamo.

Cooperative Partnerships: Toshima Kuritsu Gyoko Elementary 
School, Seiwa Elementary School, and Tokyo Toritsu Otsuka Rou 
School
The handmade bamboo decorations, made by students from 
Toshima Kuritsu Gyoko Elementary School, Seiwa Elementary 
School and Tokyo Toritsu Otsuka Rou School are displayed in the 
shopping district arcade.

Gaming contests are held where gorgeous prizes are offered. 
To enter, shop at participating stores in the Association for 
the Promotion of the Sugamo Ekimae Shopping District. 

Sugamo Ekimae Shopping District Event Guide

Cooperative Partnership: Tokyo Designer Gakuin College
An art contest is held where the results of their daily training are 
pitted against each other. 
Anyone can apply as long as Sugamo is the theme of their work.

Showa – Present

Daito Eiga Film StudioⅦ

Kana-Uni is a made-up word, short for "Kanari 
Unique". In Japanese, "kanari" means "very" so it 
means "very unique".
I work as a writer, and soon, I will have been doing this 
for 60 years already. I've been pitching the fact that 
Daito Eiga is my starting point again and again.
I wrote in-depth about my connection with Daito 
Eiga in the book, Maboroshi no B-Kyu! Daito Eiga ga 
Yuku (The Illusive B-grade! Go Daito Eiga!) (Shueisha 
Shinsho, January 2009).
I worked as a radio broadcast writer in the 1920s when 
commercial broadcast began. I then participated as 
a staff from the opening of TV stations on test signal 
waves, and worked on dramas, variety shows, shows 
for children, etc.
When I realized, I was already left behind by everyone 
in the same year.
After that, driven by a whimsical thought that I 
wanted to make my own project, I started to work on 
producing radio and TV commercials. But I realized 
that this was also something that will be lost in time, so 
I started diligently writing original historical novels and 
stage play scripts.

The former site of the Daito Eiga film studio is located 
on the side of the crossing between Nishi-sugamo's 
Hakusan-dori and Meiji-dori.
Around Showa 10s (1935), my mother's home was on 
the other side of Hakusan-dori (Taisho University side).
My mother was the eldest daughter in her family, and 
she had three younger brothers and one younger sister. 
Those three brothers worked at Daito as a scenario 
writer, a cameraman, and an assistant director. Or 
rather, my three uncles joined Daito through the referral 
of director Ryuzo Otomo, who married the little sister 
after he fell in love with her at first sight.
Ryuzo Otomo was a popular director who produced 
more than ten works yearly.
Living in Takinogawa, close to Nishi-sugamo, it was 
natural for me to use my connection with my uncles to 
sneak into the film studio.
Despite our poor and difficult life caused by the 
war with China, beautiful actresses would still be 
affectionate with me. I received things that I had never 
seen in my daily life like navel oranges and whiskey 
bonbons, and people who smelled nice like the "young 
wife", "bewitching madam", and the historical drama's 
"princess" and "tea-house girl" would treat me with 
affection. That film studio was truly heaven for me.
Tokusaburo Kawai, the sole manager, had a peculiar 

personality, and his management method was also 
unique. I've written about him in great details in my 
book mentioned above.
Around the same period, the Moulin Rouge Shinjuku-
za garnered popularity among the so-called intellectual 
class.
Before joining Moulin, Masafusa Ozaki—head of the 
literature section, play writer, and performer of this 
theater (troupe)—gained quite a bit of popularity at 
a film production company in Kyoto under the stage 
name of Juzaburo Yuki. He did not stop there, and he 
went to Kyoto to show his abilities as a script writer 
and performer at Moulin.
President Kawai was the one who helped Masafusa 
Ozaki in his re-debut as an actor.
And Masafusa Ozaki scouted Daito's scenario writer 
who is also my uncle, Fujio Ozawa, to Moulin's 
literature section.
During that period, Masafusa Ozaki, who became Fujio 
Ozawa's mentor, also treated me well.
He often ordered me around saying, "Sonny, go buy 
me some cigarettes". And I would object, saying "My 
upbringing wasn't good enough for me to be called 
'sonny,' you know?"
And then he would reply, "Anyone who still can't tell 
left from right are all sonnies".
Masafusa Ozaki and Fujio Ozawa's mentor-disciple 
relationship was very close. After the war ended, in 
Showa 22 (1947), they left behind an epoch known as 
the "Three Years of a Thousand Serial Performance" 
in Japan's theatrical history, with the troupe Kukiza's 
public performance titled "Nikutai no Mon", based on 
an original work by Taijiro Tamura, adapted by Fujio 
Ozawa, and directed by Masafusa Ozaki.
During his time in Daito, Masafusa Ozaki became a 
star under the stage name Jusaburo Matsuyama. As 
a director, he also produced many excellent works 
such as Kyucho, a modern play different that the usual 
Daito's works.
Furthermore, he was also talented enough to perform 
his duties well as Moulin's head of the literature 
section. I also heard that his activities were backed by 
Ryuzo Otomo.

"If I can manage to pull through with my writing 
profession for my 100-year life, that would be the 
greatest happiness for me."
"To me, the former site of Daito Eiga studio is, without 
doubt, a true holy ground."

Kana-Uni   Daito Eiga
Special Contribution

Keiichirou Honjou (writer, screenwriter).

Keiichirou Honjou Homepage: http://www.mochi-well.com/
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The Association for the Promotion of the Sugamo Ekimae Shopping District Timeline Initiatives Toward Environmental Problems

Initiatives Toward Environmental Problems

1963
The first one-story arcade was completed as a project 
of the store association.

Dec-86
Corporatization of the promotion association intended 
for the arcade's reconstruction was established.
Became designated for the project of the model 
shopping district for the entire Toshima Ward.

1989
Enforced the underground installation of electric lines.

May-90
Reconstruction projects in the special general meeting 
were approved.

Oct-91
Became author ized as a  Tokyo Metropol i tan 
Commercial Infrastructure Facility from the national 
and Tokyo government.

May-92
Completed the two-story, glass-walled arcade.

May-93
Completed the colored pavement of the shopping 
district.

May-04
Opened the “Sugamo Net”, the official website of the 
Association for the Promotion of the Sugamo Ekimae 
Shopping District.

Mar-08
Completed the continuation of 
the solar arcade and arcade.

Mar-09
Introduced a point system used in the railway system 
electronic money Suica / PASMO for shops in Sugamo 
area.

Dec-10
Installed unified LED signs. Completed the replacement 
of the arcade lighting into LED.

2012
Installed security cameras.
Installed LED street lamps owned by the shopping 
district.
(Reduced power consumption by about 80% by replacing mercury 
lamp with LED)

2013
Installed a bird-repelling apparatus in the arcade.

2014
Replaced the main lighting of the arcade to LED.

2015
Introduced the “SUGAMO-Free-WiFi”

2016
Renewed the Sugamo Sakura Points

2016
Renewed the official website “Sugamo Net”
https://sugamo.tokyo

2017
Installation of a dry mist system at the shopping district

An ecologically sensitive solar arcade 
(Around 3- 28 Sugamo, Toshima Ward) MAP 3

State-of-the-art LED Street Lights ( 3 Sugamo, Toshima Ward) MAP  3 & 6

When you get off Sugamo Station, the first thing you will see 
is the arcade mounted with solar panels. In 2008, 188 solar 
panels were installed in the approximately 237-meter arcade that 
stretches along the Sugamo Ekimae Shopping District. In 2010, this 
generated around 17,000 kWh total in a year. The power generation 
corresponds to 45.5% of the annual electricity consumption of the 
arcade lighting.
◆ Panel size ... 800mm x 1,600 mm  
◆ Number of panels ... 188 panels
◆ Expected power generation capacity ... 16,000 kWh (expected power generation capacity will differ according to the 
angle of exposure to sunlight in the area, panel direction and angle)
・Jan. to Dec. 2010 total generated power ... 17,171 kWh
・Jan. to Dec. 2011 total generated power ... 17,559 kWh

The Nakasendo and Sugamo during the Edo period is now a shopping 
district from the front of Sugamo Station along the Sugamojizo Street, 
which is flocked by people. In 2009, the Jizo-dori Shopping District 
renewed into environmental friendly LED street lights as a new city 
planning initiative. It was the first time in the country that 60 LED street 
lights have been lined up. In 2010, the Sugamo Ekimae Shopping 
District switched the solar arcade lighting to LED lighting, as it works 
to promote energy conservation. Sugamo's shopping district, which 
pushes forward the switch to LED lighting as a pioneer, is attracting 
attention from municipalities and 
shopping districts nationwide. 
The locals of Sugamo, who 
are f r iendly to v is i tors,  are 
also nature-loving people who 
actively strive to seek solutions 
to environmental problems.

How the Solar Arcade Works During the day, electricity generated by the solar 
panels of the solar arcade is sold to electric power 
companies and is used to power neighboring 
homes and buildings. During the night, electricity 
is bought from the electric 
power company to light up 
the arcade LED lighting. The 
total electricity generated from 
January to December 2010 
reached 17,171 kWh and it 
was able to generate 45.5% of 
the electricity used annually for 
the arcade lighting.

Power Company

Supplying to 
nearby houses 
and buildings

Supplying power 
from power 
generated during 
the day

Turning on the LED lighting of the 
arcade using the electric company's 
power at night This month's total 

power generation

Current 
power 
generation

Item Before Switching to LED After Switching to LED
Unified 
Signboards

Fluorescent lamps 20w x 2 
lamps = 40w 47units LED = 17w 47units

Secondary 
Illumination Globe White Lights = 100w 62units LED blankets = 17w 62units

Decorative 
Lighting Ceiling lights = 100w 19units Chandelier-Style LED = 17.6w 11units

*Main lighting uses 191 LED units (51w)

To mist nozzle

Electric valveElectric valve Internal storage in pump unit

Pump unit

Dry mist system 
( 3 Sugamo, Toshima-ku) Map 3
The dry mist system was installed in 2017 at this arcade lined with solar panels. 
The mist blowing out allows people to walk around town comfortably even during 
the humid summertime. Using tap water, this hygiene-minded system saves energy 
as it doesn't use air compressors. There is a total of 311 mist nozzles in 7 blocks, 
controlled by 3 units of thermo-hygrometers, anemometers, and rainfall sensors.

Tap water
The Japanese-styled logo is designed from the kanji 
read as "Gamonchu," an original registered product 
of the Sugamo Ekimae Shopping District Promotion 
Association. An original brand producing t-shirts 
and tote bags with this logo was born. We are also 
expanding to produce more goods such as shochu 
(Japanese distilled spirit), Japanese sake, towels, 
keychains, etc. We'll be waiting for your patronage.

Towels

Keychains
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Temple
Shrine
School
Toilet
Multi-purpose toilet

Bank
Post Office
Hospital
Police Department
Fire Department

Government Office
Bus Stop
Traffic Lights
Cherry Blossoms
Maple

Sugamo Otori ShrineSugamo Otori Shrine

Tofukuji TempleTofukuji Temple

Koganji
(Togenuki Jizo)
Koganji
(Togenuki Jizo)

Tokugawa Yoshinobu Residence 
Memorial Stone
Tokugawa Yoshinobu Residence 
Memorial Stone

Seiunji TempleSeiunji Temple

Somei CemeterySomei Cemetery

Sugamo Namiki StreetSugamo Namiki Street
Saifukuji TempleSaifukuji Temple

RikugienRikugien

Kyu Furukawa Garden

Jizo-dori Street (Nakasendo)Jizo-dori Street (Nakasendo)

Enmei JizoEnmei Jizo

Sarutahiko Shrine (Koshinzuka)Sarutahiko Shrine (Koshinzuka)

Shinshoji Temple
 (Edorokujizoson)
Shinshoji Temple
 (Edorokujizoson)

Solar ArcadeSolar Arcade

Toden Arakawa Line

Sugamoshinden Station,
Toden Arakawa Line

Otsukaekimae Station,
Toden Arakawa Line

Koshinzuka Station,
Toden Arakawa Line

Shinkoshinzuka Station,
Toden Arakawa Line

Nishigahara 4cyome Station,
Toden Arakawa Line

Asukayama Station,
Toden Arakawa Line

Takinogawa 1chome Station,
Toden Arakawa Line

Toei Mita Line

Nanboku Line

Nishigahara Station,
Nanboku Line

Komagome Station,
Nanboku Line

Otsuka Station, 
JR Yamanote Line

Sugamo Station, 
Toei Mita Line

Nishisugamo Station, 
Toei Mita Line

Komagome Station, 
JR Yamanote Line
Komagome Station, 
JR Yamanote Line

Sugamo Station, 
JR Yamanote Line

JR Yamanote Line

Association 
for the Promotion 
of Sugamo Ekimae 
Shopping District 
Official Website
“Sugamo Net”
https://sugamo.tokyo

A Stroll through Historical Sugamo [Revised Edition]
<Release Date> April 1, 2020
<Released By> Sugamo Station Shopping Street Promotion Association
3-28-7 Sugamo, Toshima Ward, Tokyo Metropolis 〒 170-0002
TEL: 03-3918-3255
https://sugamo.tokyo
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